CUT AND DEAL

The city was left sightless and in bondage. His rule was
one long record of brutality. Castrated when he was
five years old, it would seem that he sought a torrent of
revenge. Known as the Eunuch Shah, he selected the
wealthy and aged Shah Rukh for his immediate attentions.
As the tortures were applied the old man gave way, and,
in his dying moment, revealed the prize for which Agha
Muhammad had been working, the hiding-place of his gold.
Avaricious beyond belief, this Shah would sell victims to
their enemies, that the last farthing might be extracted from
them by the latest methods of the day. He had the bones
of Nadir and his sons taken to Teheran wiiere they were
reburied beneath a threshold, that they might be desecrated
by being trodden upon. He blinded those who dared to
stare at his ugly face. He himself wras murdered by two
condemned servants, whom he foolishly allowed to remain
in attendance on him, and was succeeded by his famous
nephew, Feth Ali Shah, who rode post haste from Fars
and successfully set aside other claimants to the throne.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century Europe was
aflame under the spell of Napoleon. England's power was
in the ascendant, although France did all she could to
undermine our interests in the East. In 1800 Lord Wellesley,
the Governor-General of India, sent Captain John Malcolm
to Persia to make a treaty of amity. Then came news of
Persia's treaty with the French, wrhereat an expedition
of ten thousand men was prepared in Bombay. Persia
began to arm her frontiers, thought better of it, and sent to
India offering to expel the French mission.

Robert Raveil made a painting of Feth Ali Shah, showing
him with dark, lively eyes set in a pale, almost transparent
face. He was seated upon a richly carved and bejewelled
throne, at his back an embroidered cushion. Upon his head
was a magnificent crown. His vestments were loaded with
jewels, including the Mountain of Light and the Sea of
Splendour, which flashed so that the Threshold of the

231